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ALIVE AND WELL By Mike Mayer

Top: 1954 19’ Chris Craft Racing Runabout - full restoration. Middle: A1957 
17’ Chris Craft Sportsman - new bottom, new decks and strip, stain and 
varnish. Bottom: 1929 24’ Hacker Craft Triple - full restoration.

 Due to COVID-19 protocols, the Portland Yacht Club was 
closed on December 7, the original day of our annual 
party. Our holiday party has now been rescheduled for 
Saturday, January 29th from 12 to 3 PM, at the Portland 
Yacht Club. The change to a weekend and an afternoon 
may allow folks to now attend who were not able to 
attend previously. 

The cost is still $65 per person and the menu includes 
your choice of grilled sirloin steak, grilled halibut, or Por-
tabello mushroom vegetarian plate. The event includes 
a silent auction, a terrific meal, and an entertaining 

program. If you registered for the December date and did 
not request a refund, you are automatically registered for the 
January 29th event.

Check your schedule and join us for this great gathering. We 
need to have your reservation by January 15th. If you can now 
attend, please email Bob Nelson at bobn4b@gmail.com , or 
call him at 503-475-2892. Also please mail a check made out 
to CWC-ACBS to Bob Nelson, 18090 S Holly Lane, Oregon City, 
OR, 97045. 

Don’t miss the fun and camaraderie!

ANNUAL CWC-ACBS HOLIDAY PARTY POSTPONED

“The rumors of my death have been greatly exaggerated.”  
    ~ Mark Twain 

 Like the great Mark Twain, I feel compelled to say that the 
rumors of my disappearance from boats have been greatly 
exaggerated, even though I am the one who started the 
rumors. As many of you know, the past couple years have 
been a little difficult for me. Not without its bright spots, but 
unforeseen and difficult none the less. 

 Over the past 10 or so years I have seen a gradual but un-
deniable slowdown in the demand for restoration work with 
Lake Oswego Boat Company. I think the combination of our 
geographic location, the rising costs, and our aging demo-
graphics have all played a part. I decided to study for my real 
estate license and figured I could transition naturally into real 
estate (with Realty One Group Prestige) while maintaining 
the boat work that I had. My new plan was great, but as Greg 
Bateman of Ryan Trailers once told me, “The best way to get 
busy in this hobby is to say you’re getting out of it.” How true! 

 Fortunately, I have been able to stay busy in the boat 
shop. In my transition I wasn’t sure I was going to be able 
to keep the property in Wilsonville where my dream shop 
resides. Because of that I was hesitant to take on new work. 
I am pleased to report that I closed on the purchase back in 
October and I plan to continue in the care, maintenance, and 
restoration of boats, albeit on a smaller scale. 

(continued on Page 2)
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CWC 2021 CALENDAR

Informal lunch every Thursday. Contact Jim West at 503-422-8104.

JANUARY

1/6: Pearl Girls Lunch (all CWC women welcome), 11:30 AM, Portland 
Yacht Club, RSVP to Sandra Bakke 503-502-6449

1/12 – 1/16: Portland Boat Show, Expo Center, for details contact Don 
Purdy 503-310-9451

1/22: Board of Directors’ Meeting, 10 AM, home of Margaret Horn, RSVP 
503-341-7562

1/29: CWC Postponed Holiday party, 12 – 3 PM, Portland Yacht Club, see 
front page for details.

FEBRUARY

2/3: Pearl Girls Lunch (all CWC women welcome), 11:30 AM, Portland 
Yacht Club, RSVP to Sandra Bakke 503-502-6449

2/15: CWC Membership Dinner, details TBA

2/26: Board of Directors’ Meeting, details TBA

MARCH

3/3: Pearl Girls Lunch (all CWC women welcomed), 11:30 AM, Portland 
Yacht Club, RSVP to Sandra Bakke 503-502-6449

3/15: CWC Membership Dinner, details TBA

3/26: Board of Directors’ Meeting, details TBA

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
This is my farewell President’s Message. It has been an honor 

and a pleasure serving you the past couple of years. We have all 
been though a lot. Honestly, writing the President’s Message was 
the least enjoyable of my tasks. Writing is not my strong suit and 
there is seldom feedback indicating whether or not the message 
hit home.

 Some of the highlights of my presidency included getting to 
know the members, playing together at boating activities, social 
events, and the camaraderie solving each other’s boat issues. 

 I am anxious to welcome our new leaders. They exhibit a lot 
of energy, enthusiasm, new ideas, and a vision to move the club 
forward. This includes activities and opportunities for women to 
become more engaged in the club as well as strengthen the social 
and boating portions of the club as a whole. Welcome to Margaret 
Horn, President; Lauree Fischer, Vice President; Wendy Nelson, 
Secretary; and Bob Nelson, Treasurer.

 Any credit due to the success of my term goes to the CWC 
officers and board members who guided me and showed me the 
ropes during the most trying of times. Without their support and 
help, I could not have pulled it off. Thank you, all!

- John F. Fischer, CWC-ACBS President 

 I am fortunate now to have a full shop. I am still working on the 
completion of my 1929 24’ Hacker Craft Triple Cockpit. Next to that is a 
1957 Chris Craft Sportsman that came in for a new bottom as well as a 
“strip, stain, and varnish.” That should be done by spring. Behind that for 
a full restoration is a 1954 Chris Craft Racing Runabout, to be completed 
for summer of 2023. There is also a 1947 Chris Craft Special Runabout 
coming in for a new bottom. 

 On top of all that, I am building a prototype wooden stand-up paddle 
board. I always wanted to build one. I’m horrible at standing up and 
paddling but the wooden boards are beautiful. The plan is to build the 
first one to figure out preferred construction methods and then offer 
custom boards for sale. 

 My real estate career is off the ground and running as well. My first full 
year was amazing, rewarding, and a lot of fun. Focusing on real estate 
and having the shop as my creative space has been a great balance for 
me. Please feel free to reach out or stop by sometime to see what is 
going on at the LOBC – it’s alive and well.

 

ALIVE AND WELL continued from front cover
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MINNOW’S TALE by Trux Dole 

 Rosanna Rosannadanna’s tag line of “If it’s not one thing, it’s anothah” comes to mind 
in the ongoing saga of the “Minnow’s” restoration. 

 First, having buffed and reattached all the brightwork and fittings, and installed 
the windshield with glass supplied by Marty at Newberry Specialty Glass, it was time 
to revisit the engine. I paid a hefty fee to have it rebuilt by Peter Henkel of Chris Craft 
Repairs in Detroit, and I naively expected it to fire right up, despite the five years sitting 
in my garage with the occasional marvel mystery oil dosing. No such luck even after a 
visit by expert Bob Alton. 

 After a thorough carb disassembly and cleaning, and discovering that the spark wires 
had not been replaced in their proper firing order, and sleuthing out top dead center, I 
was able to entice the old girl to turn over. She emitted a tremendous Marvel Mys-
tery Oil-saturated cloud, then started spewing gas out the top of the carb. Tom Horn 
(another expert) correctly diagnosed a stuck float valve, but as luck would have it the 
next attempt resulted in a “silent backfire” that promptly broke the Bendix cog on the 
starter drive. 

 Despite trying various options and even considering having a new cog machined and 
hardened, I was able to procure a complete replacement starter drive assembly from 
the attic depths of Auto Electric Battery in Portland. Thanks to Bob Nelson for the tip. 
All that just to get the replacement Bendix cog but - joy of joys - after all that I finally 
got that Lycoming engine running! 

 The following weekend we launched the Minnow at Hagg Lake. It was the first time 
she’d been in the water since my grandmother’s passing in 1983! Hearing that first 
gush of water out of the tailpipe transported me back to being 9 years old, sitting next 
to my grandfather in the back boathouse as we headed to the landing to get the mail. 

 When we were in the middle of Hagg Lake, Rosanna Rosannadanna raised her head. 
Upon opening the hatch to adjust the idle speed, what should greet me but six inches 
of steadily rising water in the bilge! After gnashing of teeth and a string of expletives 
that would make a sailor blush, my long-suffering wife helped with the quick exit to 
dry land. 

 So, after identifying the cracks in my expensive 5200 bottom and repairing them 
with Total Boat Thixo epoxy caulk, I am now waiting on a new can of Interlux two-part 
epoxy paint that I thought was so smart of me to purchase, just in case. News flash. the 
hardener apparently has a two-year shelf life before it turns into a clear rock-hard block 
of lucite in the can. No warranty available.

 So, we calmly repeat the amateur boat restorer’s mantra, “Maybe next weekend.” 

Michael Sheets reports: 

I am is still plugging away on my barrel-back 19’ boat build and it’s starting to look 
like a real boat. With our temperatures dropping, I have stopped work for the winter 
and will pick it back up in the spring. The cold molding is done except for the final 
layer on the port and starboard sides. This will be done with mahogany planks milled 
down to 4mm thickness. Those planks are now being fabricated in my wood shop in 
the garage, where it’s warmer than outdoors. That work and “honey-do’s” will keep me 
busy through the winter.

 

PROJECTS IN PROGRESS

Photo 1: Epoxy paint hardens to a clear block when beyond its 2-year shelf 
life. Photo 2: Ouch! Photo 3: This bottom crack shows why you shouldn’t 
let the delivery trucker offload your boat. Photos 4 and 5: Michael Sheets is 
making progress on building his barrel-back 19’ boat. 
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Admirals and Wine by Traci Sparks

 I remember meeting Barbara for the first time at Ken Bakke’s garage 
workshop. I was the only woman in the workshop. Soon, I got a tap on 
the shoulder by a lady asking if I drank wine and would I like to join the 
other ladies in the house? There, I met Barbara and the other Admirals 
drinking wine and preparing lunch. Barbara asked what boat do we 
own. I explained our newly purchased 1953 33’ Chris Craft needed lots 
of work and I wanted to get started on her brightwork. Barbara was the 
first Admiral to explain the finer points of an Admirals’ duties; “Honey, 
we don’t actually WORK on our boats, we drink WINE and TALK about 
our boats”. So, there you have it - the true Admiral duties of the wives of 
the CWC-ACBS Club! I miss our wine times and boat talks already! Bless 
Barbara for setting me straight and I plan to “Carry On”! 

Written with admiration and tons of love for Barbara.

Duck F arts and Delicious Memories by JoAnn Rollins

 When I think about Barbara and of the many fun times all of us 
“boating besties” have had together, I think of our first visit to Priest 
Lake. Roger and I experienced “beginner’s luck”. We were the lucky 
recipients of Barbara’s unique wooden gift basket that contained “Duck 
Farts” (Bailey’s, Kahlua, Royal Crown Canadian Whiskey). Being the 
Beavers’ fans that Roger and I are, instead of imbibing this as Barbara 

had intended, we later enjoyed some damn delicious Bailey’s-Kahlua 
brownies, downed with Royal Crown Duck shots. We all have so many 
fun memories of our dear friend, Barbara. 

Drinks and a Dog Story by Sandy Bakke 

 I have so many memories of good times with Barbara, usually cen-
tered around parties, laughter, girlfriends (the inner circle) and wine… 
always wine! And boat shows, specifically Priest Lake where long days 
and late nights usually ended with nightcaps of “duck” drinks for some 
of us and Courvoisier for Barbara! My best memory of Priest Lake was in 
2010. Barbara, Marilyn Elwood and I had lunch together at Hill’s Resort 
on the lake. After lunch we stopped in the gift shop and saw two young 
girls holding a puppy they wanted to sell. Barbara was outraged they 
were willing to sell to any stranger. So being the compassionate animal 
lover she was, Barbara got cash from the ATM and bought the dog 
herself while Marilyn and I stood by in disbelief! As we drove back to the 
Grandview Resort where we were staying (puppy in tow) Barbara said, 
“What am I gonna tell Frank? I can’t bring home another dog!” She kept 
the dog overnight in her cabin and in the morning, she brought it to me, 
saying, “You need this dog”! It was true that our Yorkie, Walter, was 18 
years old and in poor health. I did think the puppy was pretty darn cute. 
So, we took her home. Two weeks later Walter passed on and here we 
are 11 years later with LuLu, the love of our lives! All thanks to Barbara!

REMEMBERING BARBARA ROBINSON
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A Welcoming Lady by Cheryl Barnum

Barbara Robinson was the most welcoming lady I ever met, whether it 
be on their boat, at Priest Lake, or in her home. She made everyone feel 
like they were special. When Bob and I would take cinnamon rolls over 
to Barbara and Frank at Christmas time, she would always have us in for 
coffee and cookies, served beautifully on her tray and special dishes. Not 
only was she welcoming, she also had a great sense of humor. We are 
really going to miss Barbara.

Friendly, Fun, and Smiling by Sue Korwin

 I always loved to see Barbara. She was so friendly and fun, and always 
had a smile on her face. I have very fond memories of her at Priest Lake. 
My thoughts and prayers are with Frank and his family at this time.

 Devoted Animal Lover by Kristen Winn

 I loved hearing Barbara talk about her household of rescued dog and 
cats. She would always find the neediest animal, whether from a shelter 
or the streets, bringing them home to live out their best life. Some 
were upstairs cats, some were downstairs cats. Some dogs loved to be 
on Frank’s lap, some loved to be on Barbara’s lap. The animals were as 
devoted to Barbara as she was devoted to them. We will all miss her. 

One Lucky Dog by Marilynn Ellwood

 When I remember Barbara, I always think about her love of animals, 
especially her cats and dogs. One day while we were at Priest Lake 
Barbara, Sandra Bakke and I went to Hill’s Resort to look around. There 
was a young child trying to sell a small puppy. Barbara was mortified 
that just any stranger might buy this puppy so she went to an ATM, took 
out the money, and bought the dog just so it would have a good home. 
The puppy went home with Sandra Bakke and has had the best life ever 
.That dog is Lulu - talk about a lucky dog.

Spunk, Generosity, and Grace by Margaret Horn

 Barbara was such a good friend and full of spunk. When I think of her, 
I remember great food, giggling, heated political talks, a passion for 

animals, the Poodle Bar, and a generosity that was magical. She made 
everyone feel welcome and comfortable. She knew no strangers. I also 
saw a very brave and sometimes stoic woman who fought a long, hard 
cancer battle with grace. It is hard to imagine life without her.

Fun and Humor by Linda Alton

I remember Barbara as being lots of fun. She also had a great sense of 
humor! She will be missed.

“There are friends. There is family. Then there are friends that 
become family.”  by Louise Huegli

 Barbara and I met through CWC when Dick and Frank were hanging 
out chatting about boats. We became co-editors of the Hull Truth and 
went on to win the ACBS award for best club newsletter! Old boats, 
old engines… and then we became old friends sitting on docks and 
porches with martinis in hand like bookends. Years of memories can 
be seen through special phrases, and so mine are these: good morning 
Sunshine, hey Werner-at-the-lake, the Germans are coming - got to 
clean the house, it’s 4:00 PM Martini time at the Poodle Bar, Walking the 
Dog – the song and dance, Priest Lake adventures, Whitefish Boat Show 
drive from Priest Lake - an adventure, Happy New Year’s at Grandview 
Lodge, time to rescue another furry friend, knitting lessons with a mar-
tini, Stephen King books, Ah… I said no thank you Paris Hotel, Rock me 
Mama, Mark’s at the Channel, Hey Dick - do you want a pillow? Gobble 
needs to be fed. Great times make great memories.

A Beautiful Human by Lauree Fischer

 When I remember our conversations and outings, I think, “What a 
beautiful human!” Old-school recipes and values… Barb was such a 
really genuine person. She taught us to be true to ourselves and com-
fortable with who we are. She will truly be missed! 

. 



Free Boat Hulls - Two free solid mahogany boat hulls available as your 
next project. They are 39’x 11’6”x’2’8” 1968 William Atkin designed 
launches, one of 4 tour boats salvaged from Crater Lake in 2003. For more 
details, see the Rivers West Small Craft Center website, riverswest.org, and 
scroll to the article entitled “Crater Lake boats are still available”.” Contact 
Mark Ramsby 503-970-7448, Russ Smith 360-606-9675, or Chuck Stuckey 
503-334-7546 or craigb@riverswest.org. (Photo 1 and 2)

Price Reduced! 17’ 1958 Chris Craft Sportsman on a double-axle trailer. 
This project has not seen daylight for some time. The stain has been taken 
to bare wood, revarnished, and new gauges installed. Original bottom. 
The KLC engine has been rebuilt with zero time on it, installed but not 
hooked up. New upholstery needed. All the hardware appears to be there. 
$7,995 obo. Contact Jim at 360-735-5680 or wccb@comcast.net. (Photo 3)

For Sale - Complete Mercruiser 6.0 liter engine, trans, closed cooling, fuel 
injection. Ran when removed when from a boat with rotten stringers. 
$6,500 obo. Contact Jim at wccb@comcast.net or 360-735-5680. (Photo 4)

THE TRADING DOCK
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Cruising not  
streaming
INSURANCE    DRIVERS CLUB    BOAT VALUES    ENTERTAINMENT    THE SHOP    DRIVESHARE

Insurance policies underwritten by Essentia Insurance Company or Markel American Insurance Company. Membership by Hagerty Drivers Club, a non-insurance 
subsidiary of The Hagerty Group, LLC. Purchase of insurance not required for membership in HDC. DriveShare is currently not available for vehicles registered in 
NY. For FAQ, user policies, and terms and conditions, visit driveshare.com. Hagerty, Hagerty Drivers Club, The Shop Assembled by Hagerty and Hagerty DriveShare, 
are registered or common law trademarks of the Hagerty Group LLC, ©2021 The Hagerty Group, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

800-762-2628  |  Local agent  |  hagerty.com
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TED KING
VICE PRESIDENT

RE-MANUFACTURED ENGINES
CUSTOM MACHINE WORK

PORTLAND ENGINE REBUILDERS
25328 NE Boones Ferry Rd
Aurora, OR 97002

503 230-1276
503 231-3395 Fax
tedking.per@gmail.com
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 P“Ladies who lunch” have renamed themselves “The Pearl Girls” after receiving honorary 
pearl necklaces from Sandra Bakke. It all started when one of the attendees wore her pearl 
necklace to lunch to honor the exclusive venue. The women of CWC are meeting monthly for 
lunch at the Portland Yacht Club on the first Thursday of each month at 11:30 AM. Please join 
the fun with this inclusive group! Photo at left - Showing off their pearls are (from left to right): 
Sharon Wright, Wendy Nelson, Margaret Horn, Sandra Bakke, and Sue Korwin.

PPublished on opb.org is a thought-provoking article “As Portland’s Willamette River gets 
cleaner, it’s also getting overcrowded.” by Cassandra Profita, October 19, 2021. It refers to the 
Oregon Marine Board’s new rules for the Willamette River. Check out this article, aimed to 
promote safe and respectful boating.

“JOHN’S DEAR” MEETS NAUTICA SPORTSWEAR

ON THE ROCKS By Sandee Barr

21
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Photo 1: Sometimes you get an offer you just can’t refuse. John and Lauree Fischer got just such an 
offer to use their 1960 19’ Chris Craft Capri “John’s Dear” in a photo shoot for the Nautica sportwear 
holiday ads. Last August, they met the Nautica production team near Cascade Locks on the Columbia 
River for over four hours. There were about 50 very friendly people to keep track of… for props, 
wardrobe, lighting, food service, and photography, plus three models. 

Photo 2: One model had been in the Navy for eight years, so she was a boat-savvy participant. 
The two other models rounded out the “talent”, one of whom was from Denmark with few English 
language skills. The photographer was flown in from Australia and could not return home due to 
COVID restrictions. Talk about an international event! 

Photo 3: A Zodiak-like chase boat, a sail boat, a canoe, and “John’s Dear” all hit the water under 
gray skies with a mild wind, and a strong current. John and Lauree were required to stay on their 
boat as it went from dock to mid-river over a dozen times picking up and dropping off props, the 
photographer, and models. During the actual photo sessions, the Fischers had to duck down below 
the seat level so as not to be in the picture.

Photos 4 and 5: The action was held at up at one point because the model out on the canoe had 
difficulty with the strong Columbia River current. The chase boat had to tow him back to the docks. 
Maybe this line of work isn’t as glamorous as it sounds, but the Fischers said, “It was a blast!” 



COLUMBIA-WILLAMETTE CHAPTER ACBS

THE HULL TRUTH
18090 Holly Lane 
Oregon City, OR 97045
503.970.6636

 

Bakke

Real Estate Development & Investment

Email: ken.bproperties@gmail.com
Cell: (503) 201-4931

Phone: (503) 775-9800
Fax: (503) 774-9902

Ken Bakke

300 Grand Blvd.
Suite A400
Vancouver, WA 98661

Boat Storage Available

PROPERTIES LLC
 

  
Alison Mazon, A.M.S.® 

  

Pat Devlin, A.M.S. ® 
  

Buyer, Insurance Renewal, Mechanical Surveys 
Claim Investigation, Cargo, Metal Boat UTT Testing 

     Member SAMS®, ABYC, IAMI  
Society of Accredited Marine Surveyors® 

TWIC  

1425 N. Marine Drive, Suite B 
Portland, OR 97217 
info@almsurvey.com 

Alison:  503-358-6983 
Pat:  360-600-0451 

hppt://www.almsurvey.com     


