
     PT658 is a 1945 78’  Higgins Patrol Torpedo (PT) Boat 
powered by three supercharged Packard V12 gas engines, 
1850 hp each. She is the only fully restored and operational 
World War II PT boat remaining in the world. The boat is 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places and is 
docked on Swan Island in Portland.  Several CWC-ACBS 
members volunteer their time and skills to maintain this 
historic vessel.

     Bob Alton, CWC member and past chapter president, is 
one of many volunteers working to keep PT658 operational. 
Bob has contributed his knowledge and expertise to re-
storing and operating PT658 for more than 15 years. Along 
with many other contributions, he has provided motivation 
and skills, championing the efforts to make the goal of a 
dedicated boat house for PT658 a reality. The result is a 
100-foot x 40-foot floating steel structure that houses PT 
658, a museum containing PT artifacts and history, and 
even a nicely equipped wood shop. 

     For additional information about visiting PT658, as 
well as its history and restoration, visit the PT658 Heritage 
website, run by Save the PT Boat, Inc., a non-profit 501(c)
(3) group, at  https://www.savetheptboatinc.com.  
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WORKING TO PRESERVE HISTORY

Top: In recognition for all his efforts over the last 15 years to restore and keep 
PT658 operational, the dedicated boat house for the ship was named in his 
honor. Middle:  As a piece of history, PT658 can be seen on the dock at Swan 
Island. Bottom:  It’s a snug fit inside the PT658 boat house.

LAST CRUISE OF THE SEASON
(Weather permitting)

Sunday, October 10

Launch at Gleason Memorial Boat Ramp, 10:45 AM

Cruise the Columbia River to the Puffin Restaurant

 at the Port of Camas-Washougal 

Drive over if not boating. Lunch at 11:30 AM
RSVP to Jim West (503-422-8104)  with approximate  

number attending.
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   The topic this month is “Living Life Out Loud.” My wife, Lauree, 
mentioned to a friend that we had just returned from a trip to the 
San Juan Islands (see article “A TRIP OF A LIFETIME”). Her friend 
said that we always seem to be doing fun and exciting things. 
Lauree replied that it’s exciting when you “live life out loud. “ 

     All of us have dreams, passions, and interests that drive 
us forward. Some seem easy to pursue and others are more 
challenging. I encourage you to pursue even the more challenging 
activities as life is too short to look back and regret not having 
done something you wished you had. Live life loudly. 

     Take for example; restoring a boat. Never having done that, 
it was a daunting endeavor for me. However, with the tools, re-
sources, and abundance of information on how to proceed, it was 
only a matter of putting the plans, effort, and resources in place 
to move forward. I did it! I restored a boat! Check that box. 

     Another example; I never dreamed of skippering a 34-foot 
twin engine vessel in the Gulf and San Juan Islands until I was 
invited to take a trip. I always wanted to cruise those intercoastal 
waters. Well, this required going to skipper school to obtain the 
necessary knowledge, skills, experience, confidence, and certifica-
tion to make that happen. Our first trip to those islands was two 
years ago, and we did it again this year. Believe me, skippering a 
large craft into unfamiliar territory doesn’t happen without “large 
pucker factor” (a term coined by a friend). Participating in those 
boating adventures was a huge thrill. Check that box.  

     Another box I had wanted to check this year was attending 
the ACBS International Boat Show in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. It was 
unfortunate that our trip was canceled due to personal reasons. 
I am looking forward to hearing all the details from those of you 
who were able to attend. You are now part of the “Living Life 
Out Loud” crowd. I will continue to live loudly as well whenever 
possible.

- John F. Fischer, CWC-ACBS President 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

CWC 2021 CALENDAR

Informal lunch every Thursday. Contact Jim West at 503-422-8104.

OCTOBER

10/7: Ladies Who Lunch (and boat), 11:30 AM, Portland Yacht Club, 
RSVP to Sandra Bakke 503-502-6449.

10/9: Board of Directors’ Meeting, 10 AM, 10 AM, home of Jim West, 
RSVP 503-422-8104

10/10: Cruise the Columbia River from Gleason Boat Ramp to the Puffin 
Restaurant at Port of Camas-Washougal. Launch 10:45 AM, Lunch 
11:30. RSVP to Jim West 503-422-8104

10/14: CWC membership dinner. Spaghetti Factory, Clackamas, 5 PM.

NOVEMBER

11/4: Ladies Who Lunch (and boat), 11:30 AM, Portland Yacht Club, 
RSVP to Sandra Bakke 503 502-6449.

11/9: CWC membership dinner, Cooper Mountain Ale Works (formerly 
Max’s Fanno Creek Brew Pub), Tigard, 5 PM

November Board of Directors’ Meeting, date & time TBD

DECEMBER

12/7: CWC Christmas party, dinner and auction. Portland Yacht Club, 
5:30 PM. Watch for your invitation. 

JANUARY

Portland Boat Show, Expo Center, details TBD
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     A big “thank you” goes to Brian and Kathy Fair, aka the Sheriff and Head Deputy, for 
their efforts in welcoming 140 boaters to the “Way Out West” Pre-events at Priest Lake, 
Idaho. Boats and participants began arriving on Sunday, September 12, at Hill’s and Elkins 
Resorts. We welcomed boaters Washington, California, Montana, Oregon, New York, 
Michigan, Wisconsin, Ohio, Arizona, Illinois, Texas, Florida, Alabama, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Vermont, New Hampshire, Kansas, and from Idaho. That evening a “Welcome Aboard” 
event was held at Hill’s and, of course, the unpredictable Idaho Panhandle weather came 
through with lightening, thunder, and rain.  

     The next day, everyone gathered at Elkins for a sunny boat ride north on Priest Lake 
and through the Thoroughfare to the pristine Upper Lake, where we were treated to hot 
dogs with all of the fixings. We were back to Elkins that evening for dinner and entertain-
ment. On Tuesday, we boated to the Fairs’ Cabin for breakfast in the Kaniksu, a 1968 39’ 
Launch previously used as a tour boat in Crater Lake. Boaters enjoyed a final tour of the 
south end of Priest Lake prior to their drive to Coeur d’ Alene for the International event.  
Thank you to all of the participants who enjoyed all that Priest Lake has to offer.

2021 INTERNATIONAL ACBS PRE-EVENTS  AT  
PRIEST LAKE By Kristin  Winn

A PRIEST LAKE RETREAT  
by Wendy Nelson

“Second Kiss,” Bob and Wendy Nelson’s Chris 
Craft U-22, got to play on the big waters 
of Priest Lake in September. They shared a 
lakeside cabin with lifelong friends who also 
enjoy being on the water. One couple brought 
their slalom skis to try out their skills behind 
the Chrysler Hemi engine. Stan said the boat 
threw such a big wake that it felt like climbing 
stairs. Jeanie didn’t even put her ski on! 

An expert skier tried out the towing power of 
“Second Kiss” (see Photo 1 at right). It pulled 
like a champ but threw too big of a wake. 
Photo by Terri Schmidt 

Local folks mentioned that a bear had been 
seen in the area. Evidence (bear scat) was 
found in the lawn and bear prints were found 
on the beach. (Photo 4)

A picnic on Upper Priest Lake while beached 
on a sandy spot of a Forest Service Camp-
ground. A locking bearproof food storage 
box nearby was a reminder that this area is 
wilderness. (Photo 3)

Early risers were treated to calm waters and 
a colorful sunrise, due to lingering wildfire 
smoke (Photo 2).

Top: Dick and Kristin Winn’s boat, “Sentimental Journey,” was seen often 
during the Priest Lake events. Bottom: Monday, September 13, saw 
many boats gathered in Upper Priest Lake for a floating picnic sponsored 
by the Inland Empire Chapter of ACBS. 
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     Jack Coulter and Cheryl Wyborny’s boat, “Wood 
Duck”, is a 1962 17’ Tollycraft ‘Roustabout’ powered 
by the original 1962 Mercury 700 (70hp). Their 
vessel was awarded ‘Silver’ in the ‘outboard with 
steering’ class in the preservation division. The boat 
was refurbished in 2015 with some frame repairs, 
a reupholstered interior, rechromed hardware, and 
routine engine service. The hull bottom, sides and 
deck are original with fresh varnish applied shortly 
before the boat show. 

     When a collection of CWC members were 
gathered on the dock by “Wood Duck”, they decided 
to recreate the “fill a phone booth” prank by piling 
into the boat (see photo below). It looks like there’s 
room for eight adults with space left over for small 
children or pets.  

 This little 1959 Glasspar G3 beauty won Best of Show Non-Wood and Best 
Outboard with Steering at the recent ACBS International Boat Show in Coeur 
d’ Alene, Idaho. It is hard to believe that it was in 2011 that we received an 
email from Tom Horn about a “free” Glasspar G3 headed to the dump in Se-
attle. Ron Stevenson was helping the original owners’ family find a home for 
the boat, He wrote, “Project boat...faded gelcoat, rotten floor and transom, 
front deck pushed down a bit, no windshield, needs seats and hardware, no 
engine or steering.  You need this boat.” 

     Dick had wanted a G3 since his teenage years growing up on Lake Wash-
ington. So, he quickly drove north to pick up the boat. With a lot of assistance 
from Thom Adams (  “Dr. Frankenmerc), Jim West, Ken Bakke, and Don Purdy, 
we launched “G Whiz” at the Oswego Heritage Council/CWC Classic Boat Show 
in 2012. Look for the G3 on the cover of the ACBS Directory in 2022.

 

Bakke

Real Estate Development & Investment

Email: ken.bproperties@gmail.com
Cell: (503) 201-4931

Phone: (503) 775-9800
Fax: (503) 774-9902

Ken Bakke

300 Grand Blvd.
Suite A400
Vancouver, WA 98661

Boat Storage Available

PROPERTIES LLC
 

  
Alison Mazon, A.M.S.® 

  

Pat Devlin, A.M.S. ® 
  

Buyer, Insurance Renewal, Mechanical Surveys 
Claim Investigation, Cargo, Metal Boat UTT Testing 

     Member SAMS®, ABYC, IAMI  
Society of Accredited Marine Surveyors® 

TWIC  

1425 N. Marine Drive, Suite B 
Portland, OR 97217 
info@almsurvey.com 

Alison:  503-358-6983 
Pat:  360-600-0451 

hppt://www.almsurvey.com     

 ACBS 2021 INTERNATIONAL BOAT SHOW IN COEUR D’ALENE, IDAHO

“G Whiz”- Boat of the Year, Non-Wood and Best 
Outboard with Steering By Kristin and Dick Winn

Top: The comments “WOW, White, white and more white” and “Dang, there was still some Clorox in that 
bottle” were published comments by Steve Lapkin on Woodyboater.co

 “Wood Duck” Awarded “Silver” in  
Outboard with Steering Class 
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     Several CWC-ACBS members made their way to Idaho to attend activities 
associated with the 2021 ACBS International Boat Show. The morning of 
September 15th started early with a “Poker Run” up the Spokane River. Bob 
and Wendy Nelson with Don and Wendy Purdy rode in the Nelson’s boat, 
“Second Kiss”. Jack Coulter and Cheryl Wyborny also joined in the adventure 
with their boat, “Wood Duck”. Playing cards, snacks, goodies, and friendly 
greetings were given from several docks along the way. Afterwards, poker 
run participants and others gathered at an ACBS picnic in McEuen Park. Un-
fortunately, none of the CWC crowd had a winning poker hand. Good food, 
beverages, and conversations were shared by folks from all over the country. 

     Don and Wendy Purdy, along with his sisters Susan and Janice, hosted 
a cruise-in and lunch at their family cabin on Beauty Bay on Lake Coeur 
d’Alene Thursday, September 16. Trux and Lauren Dole were ride-alongs 
with Bob and Wendy Nelson. Other boaters included the Rodger and Colleen 
Wright and Jim West. Don and Wendy’s boat, “Hell Bent”, joined others on 
the cabin’s docks. Even the family dog enjoyed the guests and boating. 
Beautiful weather matched the beautiful view of the lake.

     A pop-up party took place at Janice Purdy’s home in Coeur d’Alene Thurs-
day evening. More food, more talk, more laughter, and more fun! 

     The Boat Show on the floating docks of the Coeur d’Alene Resort was 
well attended on Friday, September 17, with hundreds of visitors viewing 
the many vessels on display. The CWC Chapter was represented by: “Second 
Kiss” (Bob and Wendy Nelson), “Classic Plastic” (Jim and Sharon West), 
“Hell Bent” (Don and Wendy Purdy), “Sunken Treasure” (Rodger and Colleen 
Wright), “Lasata” (John and Shirley Milroy), “Gee Whiz” (Dick and Kristin 
Winn), and  “Wood Duck” (Jack Coulter and Cheryl Wyborny). Mike Mayer 
was on the judging team, providing expertise and a keen eye.  

     Friday night saw a gathering at Bob and Wendy Nelson’s vacation rental. 
Whenever there are CWC members, there’s loud conversation, lots of laugh-
ter, and food. 

  The second day of the boat show was a bit drippy, to say the least. Fewer 
people were on the docks with their boats and fewer dock-walkers were out. 
Many of the boats were covered – after all, a boat shouldn’t get wet! 

     Our thanks go to Hagadone Marine Group of Coeur d’Alene for their 
efficiency in launching boats and storing trailers. Thanks also go to the many 
red-shirted volunteers on the docks who helped as boaters arrived, using 
their rope skills and adhering to the cardinal rule of “don’t let the boat touch 
the dock!” Lastly, a huge thank you goes to the Inland Empire Chapter of 
ACBS for helping to host this event with ACBS.

COEUR D’ALENE HIGHLIGHTS

Photos at right from top to bottom, Photo 1: The Poker Run up the Spokane River was a grand suc-
cess, both in the boats and on the docks. Photo 2: Open engine hatches received abundant attention and 
created many discussions. Photo 3: The dock-walkers on Friday, September 17th a dmired the many boats 
on display along the Coeur d’Alene Resorts’ floating docks. Photo by Wendy Purdy. Photo 4: The Purdy 
family cabin, built in 1958, clings to the cliffs on Lake Coeur d’Alene. It can only be reached by water. Photo 
5: Susan’s dog is very comfortable at the family cabin and onboard boats. After all, Poodles are water dogs! 
Photo 6: Umbrellas and canvass were in order on the second day of the boat show. Jim West’s “Classic 
Plastic” needed help with puddle removal. 

2

1

4

3

5

6

Page 5



Page 6

 P Welcome new club members! Bill Bowling of Portland joins CWC-
ACBS with two vessels: a 1962 17’ Tollycraft Sportabout named “Beaver,” 
and a 1966 28’ Chris Craft Cabin Crusader. Other new members, Steve 
and Vicki Peterson of Vancouver, join in with a 44’ 1978 Halverson 
Islander with Bridge. That’s a honking big boat! Neil and Reagoan 
Borzcik from Forest Grove recently acquired a cute red 1958 15’ Chris 
Craft Cavelier. May they have many hours of future boating fun! 

P It has been a busy summer on the water. On August 15, a flock of 
boats traveled the Columbia River from the Gleason Boat Ramp to the 
Port of Camas-Washougal to enjoy lunch at the Puffin Restaurant (see 
top photo at right). Bob and Wendy Nelson, Ken and Sandra Bakke, 
Jim and Sharon West and guests, and Jack Coulter and Cheryl 
Wyborny were joined by Steve Martin and Rick Devrie. The beautiful 
wood boats drew admirers on the docks and on the river. 

P Another cruise on August 30 took members from Chinook Land-
ing in Troutdale to Beacon Rock  (see bottom photo at right) on the 
Washington state side of the Columbia River for a picnic. Some days are 
bouncier and wetter than others on this big river! Tom and Margaret 
Horn took their big cruiser “Second Chance” for a shake-down-run, 
and others tried to tuck in behind in their somewhat-smoother wake. 
Jim and Sharon West and guest in “Classic Plastic,” Bob and Wendy 
Nelson and guest in “Second Kiss,” and Rodger and Colleen Wright in 
“Sunken Treasure” all enjoyed the calm harbors of the launch and picnic 
sites. The rest of the trip was wet and wild. 

 

  .
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ON THE ROCKS By Sandee Barr

Cruising not  
streaming
INSURANCE    DRIVERS CLUB    BOAT VALUES    ENTERTAINMENT    THE SHOP    DRIVESHARE

Insurance policies underwritten by Essentia Insurance Company or Markel American Insurance Company. Membership by Hagerty Drivers Club, a non-insurance 
subsidiary of The Hagerty Group, LLC. Purchase of insurance not required for membership in HDC. DriveShare is currently not available for vehicles registered in 
NY. For FAQ, user policies, and terms and conditions, visit driveshare.com. Hagerty, Hagerty Drivers Club, The Shop Assembled by Hagerty and Hagerty DriveShare, 
are registered or common law trademarks of the Hagerty Group LLC, ©2021 The Hagerty Group, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

800-762-2628  |  Local agent  |  hagerty.com



Price Reduced! 1958 Chris Craft Sportsman. This 17’ boat has not 
seen the sun for some time. The owner took the stain to bare wood, 
varnished it, and installed new gauges. The KLC engine has been rebuilt 
with zero time on it. The engine is in, but needs to be hooked up. The 
new upholstery needed. All the hardware appears to be there. It’s on 
a double-axle trailer. The boat still has the original bottom. Owner has 
taken ill and the boat is seeking a new captain. $79,995 obo. Contact 
Jim at 360-735-5690 or wccb@comcast.net . See Photo 1 at right.

For Sale - Complete Mercruiser 6.0 liter engine, trans, closed cooling 
and fuel injection. Removed from a boat with rotten stringers. Ran 
when removed. $6,500 obo. Contact Jim at wccb@comcast.net or 360-
735-5690. See Photo 2 at right.

For Sale - This boat is a 1991 replica of a 1930’s runabout. Constructed 
in California, the 25’ boat consists of a laminated bottom, sides, and 
decks. The bottom has been fiber-glassed. The boat was taken down 
to bare wood, with new stain and finish. The upholstery has been dyed 
and boat bottom painted to match. A bow thruster has been installed as 
well as chart/plotter setup. The engine is a 283 that has been cleaned, 
painted, and dolled up with polished goodies. Trailer has been serviced. 
Very little time has been put on the boat since updating. The boat is 
available for viewing. $42,000 obo. Contact Jim at wccb@comcast.net or 
360-735-5690. See Photo 3 at right. 

For Sale - OMG! Look at this 1958 Austin Healey Sports Boat. This rare 
little 14’ gem is seeking a new owner. Extensive work was done in 2000-
2001. It has been shown all over the country and has taken awards from 
the east coast to the west coast, including three 1st-place trophies at 
Lake Tahoe. Owner has never driven the boat… it was only driven by 
Jim West. $ 42,500 obo. Contact Jim at 360-735-590 or  wccb@comcast.
net. See Photo 4 above.

THE TRADING DOCK
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     We spent a week in September in the San Juan Islands with 
friends, Tom and Margaret Horn. We enjoyed sunshine all but one 
day and explored Sucia Islands (Deer Harbor & Roserio), Stuart Island 
(Prevost), and San Juan Island (Roche Harbor). We created what we 
called the “Prevost Pretzel” (see photo at left below) which I do not 

recommend. Also, we learned that if you’re “helping” on the dock 
you do not untie a mid-ship line during said Pretzel maneuver. It was 
all good fun with great food, great drinks, and great friends. Life is 
short, make the most of each opportunity, and stay well.

A WEEK TO REMEMBER by Lauree Fischer

Left: Dick and The “Prevost Pretzel “ – not recommended!  Middle:  John and Lauree Fischer anchored “Walk About,” a 34’ Bayliner, at Deer Harbor. Right: Tom and Margaret Horn’s cruiser, 
“Second Chance,” enjoyed calm waters at Deer Harbor. 



COLUMBIA-WILLAMETTE CHAPTER ACBS

THE HULL TRUTH
18090 Holly Lane 
Oregon City, OR 97045
503.970.6636

CWC-ACBS Christmas Dinner Party 

Tuesday, December 7, 5:50 PM

Portland Yacht Club

Start organizing your contributions for 
the silent auction.

This is the club’s biggest fundraiser of 
the year.

TED KING
VICE PRESIDENT

RE-MANUFACTURED ENGINES
CUSTOM MACHINE WORK

PORTLAND ENGINE REBUILDERS
25328 NE Boones Ferry Rd
Aurora, OR 97002

503 230-1276
503 231-3395 Fax
tedking.per@gmail.com


