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Michael is the newly elected president of CWC-ACBS. His 
wife, Sandi, is as enthusiastic about boating as he is. They 
met many years ago while heavily involved in sailboat 
racing as members of the San Fransisco Yacht Racing 
Association, the Golden Gate Yacht Club, and the Islander 
Bahama boating group. 

After retiring in 2015 from a large industrial company, Mi-
chael now has more time to spend with his hobbies, which 
include recumbent tricycling, woodworking, and boating. 
A current project, three years in the making, is building a 
19’ Glen L barrel back. For on-the-water use, Michael and 

Sandi enjoy a 1955 18’ Chris Craft Fiesta. 
When asked about his passion for wooden boats, he said, 

“I can thank my dad for this. He always wanted to own or 
build one. Family came first and he never saw his dream. 
I picked up the torch.” His dad’s mantra was “Nothing 
performs on the water like a wooden boat.” 

Michael is an open book. He is excited to hear sugges-
tions for our chapter and happy to answer any questions. 
His goals as president are to grow the membership and 
reignite the interest of our seldom seen members. Just give 
him a call to say hello.

MEET THE PRESIDENT – MICHAEL SHEETS

Are you tired of wet gray weather? 
Are you longing for blue skies and 
cruising? Mark your calendar for May 
18- 23 for the CWC-ACBS rendezvous at 
Lake Simtustus Resort on the dry side 
of the mountains. This hillside resort 
offers great views with tiny home 

or RV rentals, and RV sites for your 
own traveling home. Check out their 
website lakesimtustusresort.com and 
make your reservations now by calling 
541-641-8925 and use the code “classic 
2025” for a discounted rate and free 
boat slip. 

LAKE SIMTUSTUS RENDEZVOUS

http://www.cwc-acbs.org
http://lakesimtustusresort.com


 CWC-ACBS 2024-2025 CALENDAR 
Informal lunch every Thursday 11:00 AM at the Portland Yacht Club.  Contact Jim West at 503-422-8104

JANUARY
1/19: General Membership dinner at Ernesto’s Italian Restaurant, 
2:00-5:00 PM. 

1/31 - 2/8: Seattle Boat Show.

FEBRUARY
2/1: Board of Directors’ Meeting, 11:00AM – 1:30 PM at the home of 
Tom and Margaret Horn.

 2/13: Pearl Girls Lunch, 11:00 AM, Portland Yacht Club. RSVP to 
Sandra Bakke, 503-502-6449.

2/23: Annual Crab Feed at the Butteville General Store and Café, 
3:00-6:00PM.

MARCH
 3/13: Pearl Girls Lunch, 11:00 AM, Portland Yacht Club. RSVP to 
Sandra Bakke, 503-502-6449. 

3/23: General Membership dinner at High Rocks Steak and Chops 
2:00-5:00PM.

APRIL
4/6: General Membership Dinner Meeting, location TBD.

4/10: Pearl Girls Lunch, 11:00 AM, Portland Yacht Club. RSVP to 
Sandra Bakke, 503-502-6449.

4/12: Board of Directors’ Meeting, 11:00AM – 1:30PM at the home 
of Michael and Sandi Sheets.

4/26: CWC Symposium (formerly known as “Garage Tour”) 9:00AM 
– 3:00 PM, Schooner Creek Boat Works and PT 658 Education and 
Heritage Center. Lunch provided.

Page 2

As your new president, I am looking forward to 2025 and all the 
wonderful events our chapter has to offer. Our calendar is being set 
for the months ahead with indoor gatherings during the non-boat-
ing season and cruises on PNW waters. I hope you will participate 
in many of the upcoming activities and perhaps bring a friend or 
two along. 

Speaking of activities, let’s look toward the future. I know that 
several of you have great ideas for cruise locations, restaurants for 
dinner meetings, and venues to visit. Please share your ideas with 
any of the Board of Directors listed on this newsletter’s front page 
so we can work on getting them on the calendar, if not this year, 
then for 2026.

Lastly, we are looking for someone to act as social director to 
help us organize future events and cruises. Board members, both 
past and present, will most certainly assist you as needed. We’re a 
friendly and helpful group – that includes all the chapter members! 
Just ask folks in the club what they value most, and the answer will 
always include “the people you meet.” 

Happy New Year and Happy Boating! 

- Michael Sheets, CWC-ACBS President 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

June 20-22 – Western Canada Boat Show, Penticton, B.C. , Canada

June 27-30 – Whitefish Woody Weekend, Whitefish, MT

July 11-13 - Sandpoint Boat Show, Sandpoint, ID 

July 25 - 27 – Columbia-Willamette Chapter Boat Show, Lakeside, OR

August 1-3 – McCall Classic Wood Boat Show, McCall, ID

August 15-17 – Wooden and Classic Boat Festival, Cathlamet, WA

August 15-17 – Coeur d’Alene Antique & Classic Boat Show,  
Coeur d’Alene, ID

August 30-September 2 – Dry Rot Boat Show, Priest Lake, ID 

September 5-7 – Pt. Townsend Wooden Boat Show, Washington 

September 15 -21 – ACBS International Boat Show, Clayton, NY 

October 3-5 – Mahogany & Merlot Boat Show – Chelan, WA

2025 BOAT SHOWS
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ON THE ROCKS By Sandee Barr

POur chapter is hosting a members’ dinner 
on January 19, 2-5pm, at Ernesto’s Italian 
Restaurant (8455 SW Appleway, Portland - just 
off Beaverton/Hillsdale Highway). Featured 
will be a presentation by Roger Rollins of past 
CWC events, cruises, and boat shows, and a 
“Tour de France” highlighting their month-long 
adventure in that lovely country. Y’all come!

PThere is nothing like winning an award at 
the Annual CWC-ACBS Holiday Party and the 
photo of Don Cameron (Photo 1) is proof that 
these trophies are cherished. Any award that 
suggests there was a boo-boo on the boat is 
prized because it means the boat is used for 
fun as well as show. Congratulations to the 
following recipients of this year’s awards: The 
Bilge Pump Award - Mike Stevens, The Bent 
Prop Award - Michael West, The President’s 
Award - Wendy Nelson, The Dick Werner 
Unsung Hero Award - Don Cameron, The Jerry 
Hanaska Best Non-Professional Restoration 
- Ken Bakke, The ACBS Mary Herwig Award - 
Margaret Horn. Of course, everyone enjoyed 
event’s camaraderie, food, games, and festive 
venue at the Portland Yacht Club. 

PThe Portland Boat Show is in the books for 
another year. In addition to the showing of 
beautiful vintage boats, the PT 658 Education 
and Heritage Center displayed a disarmed 
Torpedo Mark 13 (Photo 3) with a cut-away 
view of the interior, a model of PT 658, and a 

12-cylinder 1500hp Packard Marine engine 
(Photo 4). The engine had been donated 
by the Nimitz WWII museum in Texas, and 
was cleaned up for the boat show by PT 658 
volunteers. The historic PT 658 is the largest 
vessel in the CWC-ACBS fleet and we are proud 
to share its history.  

At any boat show, people have stories to tell. 
This year, booth hosts were greeted by a wom-
an who said, “My dad built that boat” while 
pointing to the 1989 14’ Fletcher Runabout 
(Photo 2). Her father, Simon Fletcher, built 

over 60 boats during his lifetime, first in Vir-
ginia and then in Port Angeles, WA. CWC-ACBS 
member Sheri Feinstein’s father purchased 
this boat from Fletcher Boats, Inc. in 1991 
and the boat was later gifted to Sheri. Sheri’s 
husband, Don Cameron, just happened to 
be at the boat show and was able to visit 
with the boat builder’s daughter. These two 
families were brought together by the love 
of wooden boats. Imagine what stories their 
boats could tell. 

PRESIDENTS’ JACKETS  By Margaret Horn

CWC-ACBS past presidents attended December’s holiday party in their special gear (left to right 
in photo to the right): Ken Bakke, Jack Coulter, Jim West, Rodger Rollins, Bob Nelson, John Fischer, 
Margaret Horn, Tom Horn

   The most recent recipient of our chapter’s presidential apparel is Jack Coulter. It has been a 
long-standing tradition at the Columbia Willamette Chapter of ACBS to award our immediate past 
president “the jacket.” As you can see, it is stylish and functional, and customized with the chapter’s 
emblem, the president’s name, and dates served. Speaking for myself, I found this to be the crown-
ing glory for my service as president.    

     This tradition was started by one of our founding members, Chuck Kellogg. The original jacket 
was more of a heavy-duty sweatshirt. Unfortunately, we do not have one of these in our historical 
data collection. As far as I know, we are the only chapter that does this.

     I speak for our entire group when I send a heartfelt “thank you” to Jack Coulter who served as 
president for 2024. He led our ACBS chapter to many new and fun boat shows, cruises, and other 
adventures. His leadership skills were just what we needed. Thank you, Jack.

   If you would like to have a jacket of your own in the future, please consider serving on our Board 
of Directors and eventually as president. It is truly an honor.
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By Captain Tom Horn, Reporter at Large

Trux’s Grandfather purchased the 2nd 
hand boat in the late 30’s and used it on 
Spitfire Lake in the Adirondack’s until his 
passing in 1976. At some point, his Grand-
mother couldn’t get in and out of the boat 
easily, so it sat until 1981 when Trux was 
given the Dodge Watercar as a high school 
graduation present from his grandmother. 
Family matters being what they are, 
someone is going to feel left out. Trux’s aunt 
got her feathers ruffled so, in order to keep 
peace in the family his Aunt was given his 
great grandmothers Tiffany ring. Knowing 
enough about old unrestored wooden 
boats, I would say the Aunty probably got 
the better deal.

    The Minnow is somewhat rare in so 
much as there is only 7 similar boats listed 
with ACBS made between 1930 and 1934. 
Only one of those has the original Lycoming 
40 hp, 4-cylinder engine.

    At some point, Grandmother had 
commissioned the caretaker to refinish the 
Minnow over the winter. The result was less 
than spectacular with green house paint 
in the bilge and on the bottom and a bad 
attempt to bleach the topsides.

    Come the fall of 1996 Trux started a 
restoration of the Minnow in some earnest. 

Life being what it may with marriage, fam-
ily, job and other interruptions like business 
school. The boat project was delayed yet 
again 20 years in one garage or another. 
Reluctantly, to keep it from sinking, the 
boat was turned over to Snake Mountain 
Boatworks in Middlebury VT. for a bottom 
replacement. The cost wound up to be dou-
ble their estimate for the 5200 bottom. The 
engine was sent out to Peter Henkel of Chris 
Craft parts in Detroit to rebuild the engine.

   Since the arrival of the Minnow to 
Trux’s garage in Oregon in 2015, various 
additional issues were raised like trying to 

find and restore a boat trailer, rewiring the 
electrical system with period correct cloth 
wiring. A new gas tank was manufactured. 
Most of the hardware was re-chromed, the 
upholstery was done by Jack Myeaux with 
the original blue vinyl.

      After sitting for 5 years an attempt to 
get the engine started resulted in a few 
disappointments as the engine rebuilder 
did not even get the spark plugs on the 
correct firing order.  The distributor was 
not installed correctly and aligned to 
number one cylinder on top dead center. 
The carburetor float was stuck allowing 
fuel to spill out the top of the carb. With a 
few untimely backfires it broke the starter 
drive Bendix. Try and find a starter drive for 
a 1930’s Lycoming!! Finally getting a new 
starter drive, timing the engine correctly 
and the engine roared to life, so it was off 
to Hagg Lake for the long-awaited sea trial. 
The boat had not been in the water since 
grandmother passed in 1983. Smiles were 
very present speeding out from the launch 
ramp until he got out in the middle of the 
lake to adjust the idle, raising the engine 
hatch cover put some urgency for a return 
trip to the launching ramp as there was an 
unfortunate sight of 6 inches of steadily 
raising water in the bilge. As it turned out 

FEATURED BOAT: 1930 16’ DODGE WATERCAR

Top left:  Trux Dole’s grandfather, Charles Minot “Minnie” 
Dole, in his 1930 Dodge 16’ runabout on Spitfire Lake in 
the upstate New York. Bottom  The Minnow as it looked 
before Trux began its restoration.
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TED KING
VICE PRESIDENT

RE-MANUFACTURED ENGINES
CUSTOM MACHINE WORK

PORTLAND ENGINE REBUILDERS
25328 NE Boones Ferry Rd
Aurora, OR 97002

503 230-1276
503 231-3395 Fax
tedking.per@gmail.com

 

Bakke

Real Estate Development & Investment

Email: ken.bproperties@gmail.com
Cell: (503) 201-4931

Phone: (503) 775-9800
Fax: (503) 774-9902

Ken Bakke

300 Grand Blvd.
Suite A400
Vancouver, WA 98661

Boat Storage Available

PROPERTIES LLC

Premium Burgees & Boating Items

 

the new planks and some of the seams on the replacement 
bottom had dried out.

     Back to the garage with some sealant to fill the cracks. 
With most of the problems alleviated there have been some 
more successful sea trial since that day to relive some happy 
memories of time gone by with grandparents and less stress-
ful days both now and then.

    My grandpa was not into boats, so I didn’t inherit anything 
of use. He was running a lumber camp around Centralia, WA. 
in the 30’s cutting down old growth Douglas fir trees. Can 
you just imagine our embarrassment now with that sort of a 
disturbing family history to deal with.

Photo 1: Part of the restoration included sourcing replacements parts for the 
Minnow,  including the signature Dodge “Sea Nymph’” figurehead. Photos 2 and 
3:  The Minnow following restoration. Photo 4: Smiles seen all around with Trux 
at the helm. 
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THE HULL TRUTH
18090 Holly Lane 
Oregon City, OR 97045
503.970.6636

For Sale – 1956 16’ Chris Craft Runabout, with a Mercury model Mark 
55 electric start outboard, excellent running condition, historically pre-
served. Includes a double cockpit, custom cushioned seating, single axle 
trailer, spare tire, personalized throw ring, anchor, and original 1956 
burgee. Buyer to pay for pick-up and/or shipping costs. Motivated seller. 
$9,500 OBO. Contact Keith or Becki Mabry at 360-624-6343. (Photo 1)

For Sale – 1967 18’ Christ Craft Super Sport. Seven-year complete res-
toration with new white oak frames, 3M 2500 bottom, 13 coats varnish, 
rebuilt 283 VD, custom Ez-Loader trailer, rebuilt 283 V8. $25,000 OBO. 
Contact Dave Battis at 509-679-6174. (Photo 2)

Need a project? This vintage inboard boat was used on the Columbia 
River back in the day and may have some local historical value. 7’ wide 
and 27’ long with a small wheelhouse that is not setting on it presently 
but stored under cover. Located in Stevenson, WA. Contact Jim at brown-
frog@comcast or 360-834-4429. (Photos 3 and 4) 

THE TRADING DOCK

ORDER YOUR BOAT SIGN NOW

Display your boat in style with a custom 
weatherproof poster, stand included (see 
sample below). $25 – what a bargain! 
Send a photo of your choice and pertinent 
information by March 3 to Bob Nelson at 
bobn4b@gmail.com and a group order will 
be placed.
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